Austria is once again the Robotic Sailing World Champion

ASV Roboat wins its third World Championship title in a row at the World Robotic Sailing Championship in Canada

VIENNA/KINGSTON – Austria's ASV Roboat remains the undisputed world champion in robotic sailing. The completely automatic sailing boat from an Austrian research team was able to defend its title  against eight competitors from the USA, Great Britain, Canada and Germany at this year's World Robotic Sailing Championship (WRSC) in Canada from the 7th to the 10th of June 2010. All in all, the participating boats had to prove their worth in six disciplines. By using artificial intelligence, robotic sailing boats can, in the long term, be set on any course – fully automated and without human involvement.

The Austrian robotic sailing boat, that had already won two world champion titles in previous years, started the race as favourites. However, the research team had some problems to deal with at the beginning: the rudder was severely damaged during the transportation of the 3.75 m long and 300 kg heavy boat to Canada. The ASV Roboat builders, researchers from the Austrian Association for Innovative Computer Science(INNOC), were able to repair the damage at the last minute.

This year's competitors made the researchers' task even harder. The 50 cm long sailing boat, Däumling, from the German university of Lübeck emerged as the strongest competition. Following the first three disciplines, the ASV Roboat was only one point ahead of the German boat in the overall ranking. It was only in the last discipline, the eight-hour distance race, that the ASV Roboat was able to claim a convincing victory.  "Our boat was the only one that could survived the tough eight-hour test. The small competitor boats could not survive the difficult conditions and were forced to abandon the race early on" said Roland Selzer, the Roboat team boss.

ASV Roboat technology will be used for real research purposes in the future. A project to research whales in the pacific will be carried out with marine biologists from the Oregon State University (USA), starting in autumn 2010. According to Roboat's builders, robotic sailing boats could be used for CO2-neutral freight transportation or to patrol distant or dangerous regions.

The Roboat team would like to sincerely thank its sponsors: Light Weight Energy, Mobotix, SFC Smart Fuel Cell, Raiffeisen, Maritimo, Hausner Moving Services, and the Austrian Federal Ministry for Science and Research.
